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Tips for Building a Patio

Having a patio can turn a regular backyard into a cozy oasis, a 
family gathering place, the social center of the neighborhood, or 
a serene retreat. Here are some basic concepts and advice on 
how to give your patio the atmosphere that you want it to have.

Choose the right material for your hard surface floor. 
Integrating a hard surface into a backyard or garden area adds a 
lot of advantages. In addition to giving furniture a firm, flat 
setting, a hard-floor creates a focal point for the patio and 
makes the area more dynamic, creating an al fresco breakfast 
nook, outdoor bar, or fireside retreat, depending on how you 
outfit it. 

Take the time to install landscape fabric. 
Landscape fabric isn’t an essential step in building a patio but 
for the time and cost involved, it’s worth the effort. Landscape 
fabric is very inexpensive and discourages weeds from growing 
through and disrupting the material for your hard surface floor.

Design furniture placement for traffic flow. 
Once you have established the purpose of your outdoor patio, 
you can decide what furniture you want to place in the area. 
However, be sure to account for traffic flow around and the 
primary elements. Leave a clear and open path for 
transportation of food and drink from the kitchen to any seating 
area, and try to design the traffic flow around furniture rather 
than through it, which can be distracting.

Roll with the seasons. 
Keep in mind that you can always rearrange your patio furniture 
to adjust with the seasons. Maybe in summertime, it’s time for 
the sun tent, ice chest, and bug zapper, while in cooler seasons 
you’ll want to fire up your outdoor fire pit. However you decide 
to put together your patio, just be true to the atmosphere that 
you’ve tried to create and be present in the moment as you 
enjoy some well-earned leisure time.

         4th of July Blast Smoothie 

Ingredients 
o 5 large strawberries, hulled and

halved
o 1 large banana
o 1/3 cup orange juice
o 2 cups crushed ice
o 1 teaspoon white sugar, or to

taste (optional)
o 12 fresh blackberries

Instructions 

1. Place 1 cup blackberries,
strawberries, banana, orange juice,
and ice into a blender in that order,
and blend on high speed until
smooth, 30 seconds to 1 minute.
Pour into 4 glasses and top each
serving with 3 blackberries for
garnish.

Recipe courtesy of allrecipes.com
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